[Prevalence of Escherichia coli strains in the canteens].
The prevalence of enteropathogenic (EPEC) and enterohaemorrhagic (EHEC) E. coli strains in stool specimens from asymptomatic human carriers working in the canteens and also in the kitchen and sanitary facilities was evaluated. The E. coli genes coding for the following virulence markers: intimin (eae), enterohaemolysin (hlyA), and verotoxins type I and II (stx1 and stx2) were sought by multiplex PCR assay. E. coli isolates were obtained from 144 stool specimens, 295 swabs taken from kitchen hardware and surrounding facilities, and from 33 meat specimens. Only 66 (8.5%) of total 777 E. coli isolates belonged to O44, O18, O25, O127, O55, O114, O125, and O142 serogroups, the prevalent serogroups in Poland. None of the strains was classified as serogroup O157. The serogroups O44 and O18 were present most often among all typeable strains and their incidence was 51.5% and 25.8% respectively. Among 363 isolates assayed for the presence of the genes encoding virulence markers only 10 isolates (2.8%) carried eae gene. None of the isolates possessing eae gene belonged to the serogroups tested. The hlyA, stx1 and stx2 genes were absent in all E. coli isolates tested.